Medicine and Ethics

Directions: Circle the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.

1. Which word or phrase best describes those actions that strive (0 achieve the highest good for society?

a. ethics

b. etiquette

c. precepts

d. social contracts

2. Which of the following statements is true regarding the revisions made to the AMA Code of Ethics in 1980?

a. The number of sections was increased to include the growing number of ethical concerns. 

b. The preamble was eliminated to allow more space for expansion of the sections.

c. The standards were modified to reflect a legal rather than a moral approach to medicine. 

d. Changes to the language were made to achieve a balance between modern laws and our society's professional standards.

3. Which statement best describes the practice known as "fee splitting"?

a. It is the unethical practice of basing the physician's fee on the success of the treatment.

b. It is the unethical practice in which physicians are paid for referring patients.

c. It refers to the lowering of the physician's fee as a way to help poor patients.

d. It is an appropriate method of allowing two physicians (0 work together in treating a patient.

4. Which statement best describes the practice of physicians waiving copayments required by insurance companies?

a. It may be illegal if done on a regular basis.

b. It is a humane way to provide medical care for needy patients.

c. It is promoted by insurance companies to encourage preventive care.

d. It encourages patients to take advantage of the medical payment system.

5. If a patient calls the office to ask for information about his medical condition and the physician is not available, what is the best way for the medical assistant to handle the situation?

a. give out only those details which she believes to be in the best interest of the patient

b. check the patient's medical record to ensure that she gives out accurate information

c. take the patient's name and telephone number and ask the physician to call when he is available 

d. ask the patient to call back later when she believes the physician will be able to take the call

6. What is the greatest ethical problem created by the use of computers and patient databases in the modern medical office?

a. Important patient information can be lost because of lack of knowledge in the use of the computer.

b. Unauthorized persons may gain access to confidential medical records.

c. Many patients believe that computers represent an impersonal way of conducting business. 

d. It has increased the cost of providing medical care.

7. "Ghost surgery" is a term describing an unethical situation in which:

a. the patient has not signed a consent form for surgery

b. a physician other than the one approved by the patient performs the surgery 

c. a family member has made the decision for a patient to undergo surgery 

d. the surgery performed is not medically necessary

8. True or False: A duty is an obligation that a person has or perceives himself to have.

Matching 

9.  Faithfulness to something to which one is bound by pledge or duty.

10. The act of doing or producing good, especially performing acts of charity or kindness.

11. The realm embracing property rights that belong to the community at large,are unprotected by copyright or patent, and are subject to appropriation by anyone.

12.  Refraining from the act of harming or committing evil.

13.  A devotion to or conformity with the truth.

14.  The act or practice of killing or permitting the death of hopelessly sick or injured individuals in a relatively painless way for reasons of mercy.

15. Apportioning for a specific purpose or to particular persons or things.

a. Euthanasia

b. Allocating

c. Veracity

d. Fidelity

e. Non-malfeasance 

f. Public domain 

g. Beneficence

